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The Impact and Reflection of BIBFRAME Format Conversion in

Foreign Libraries on Cataloging Work in China
Zhang Shiyi
Library of Tianjin Normal University, Tianjin, 300387
Abstract With the Library of Congress announcing full implementation of BIBFRAME from 2025, cataloging librarians are now re-
quired to use BIBFRAME editor for cataloging tasks. This transition is set to bring significant changes to the international cataloging
system. Given that much of the foreign language cataloging work in Chinese libraries relies heavily on data provided by the Library of
Congress, any change in data entry formats will have a considerable impact on the cataloging practices in China. In light of this, this
paper explores the development history of BIBFRAME, examines the current status of BIBFRAME format conversion research both do-
mestically and internationally, and discusses the challenges associated with format conversion. By summarizing the experience gained
from BIBFRAME format conversions abroad, this study offers insights into how Chinese libraries can adapt to these changes, aiming to
provide practical guidance for Chinese cataloging librarians as they transition to using BIBFRAME.

Keywords MARC; BIBFRAME; Cataloging; Format conversion
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